
LESSON TWELVE. 1, 2, AND 3 JOHN – UNDERSTANDING THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
1) TODAY WE WILL BE LOOKING AT 1, 2, AND 3 JOHN, LETTERS ABOUT FALSE 

TEACHING 
 
THINGS WE WILL LOOK AT IN THIS LESSON: 

1) 1JOHN 
2) 2 JOHN 
3) 3 JOHN 

 
PART 1 – 1 JOHN: 
 

Q 1) WHAT FIVE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WERE WRITTEN BY JOHN? 
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FIGURE 1) 

 
Q 2) WHEN DID JOHN WRITE 1, 2, AND 3 JOHN? 

 
 
 

 
Q 3) WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT 1 JOHN WAS ONE OF THE GENERAL EPISTLES? 
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FIGURE 2) 

 

 
 

 
OUTLINE OF 1 JOHN… 

I. Introduction: We Are Sure That the Word Became Flesh, 1:1–4 
II. Children of God Fellowship with Him in the Light, 1:5–2:28 

A. Principles of fellowship with God (1:5–2:2) 
B. Evidence of fellowship with God (2:3–28) 

III. Children of God Know the Truth, 2:29–4:6 
A. Characteristics of God’s children (2:29–3:18) 
B. Confidence of God’s children (3:19–24) 
C. The Spirit and God’s children (4:1–6) 

IV. Children of God Love as God Loves, 4:7–5:3 
A. The source of love (4:7–16) 
B. The evidence of love (4:17–5:3) 

V. Children of God Have Assurance from Him, 5:4–20 
A. About life now and forever (5:4–12) 
B. About prayer and faith (5:13–20) 

VI. Conclusion, 5:21 
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OUTLINE TWO OF 1 JOHN… 
I. John Wrote to Complete Our Joy through Fellowship with God 
(1 John 1:5–2:28) 
II. John Wrote to Emphasize What God’s Children Know (1 John 2:29–4:6) 
III. John Wrote to Remind Us to Love One Another (1 John 4:7–5:3) 
IV. John Wrote to Give Us Assurance from God (1 John 5:4–20) 
 

PART 2 – 2 JOHN: 
 
FIGURE 3) 

 
 
OUTLINE OF 2 JOHN… 

I. Greeting, 1–3 
A. To the chosen lady (1) 
B. Because of the truth (2–3 [11 times]) 

II. Praise for Truth, 4 
III. Command to Love, 5–6 
IV. Warning about False Teachers, 7–11 

A. Discern false teachers (7) 
B. Beware, lest they deceive you (8–9) 
C. Refuse to have them in your home (10–11) 

V. Closing, 12–13 
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PART 3 – 3 JOHN: 
 
FIGURE 4) 

 
 
OUTLINE OF 3 JOHN… 

I. Greeting, 1–2 
II. Gaius: A Faithful Man, 3–8 
III. Diotrephes: A Proud Man, 9–11 
IV. Demetrius: A Good Man, 12 
V. Conclusion, 13–14 

 
HOMEWORK FOR THE WEEK: 
Read the three letters of John. 
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PERSONAL NOTES & QUESTIONS: 
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